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AVE ATQUE VALE. 


This is the last issue of the Bulletin I will be putting together, and 

whether it will be the last issue of the Bulletin I don't know. I do know 

it has been one of the most enjoyable tasks ever handed to the curator, and \ 
it has been the means of keeping all of you informed about some of the things, 
pleasant or problematical, happy or sad, that arise during the day-to-day 
life of a curator. Also it has meant I could pass on items sent to the of- 
fice to be publicized among the members. And in case this does prove to be 
the last issue, I thihk I'd better tell those who've been so interested in 
the diary of John Darrow which I have been serializing, that he worked in 

the Mariners Savings Bank, he did marry his Emma and shared a long and happy 
life with her. They are-buried in Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

After almost 27 years, I retire at the end of this month. They have been 
good years, challenging years and years of accomplishment. Of the last I am 
truly proud and forgive me if I brag a little. Correspondence has quadrupled 
at the very least, and I have built up a national reputation (in its own 
field) for this Society, firstly for the certainty and speed of responses to 
inquiries, secondly for the information available from our own wealth of re- 
sources, whether historical or genealogical, to the extent that frequently 
we have been asked to pull chestnuts out of the fire for other historical so- 
Cieties, and even the State Library. 

These have been years of people, thousands and thousands of them. Most 
important there have been all of you, the members of the Society, whose faces 
I would come to know even if I didn't always remember the names, whom I am 
Sure to miss. There were the tourists, of whom I remember best those who 
spoke no English, only French, German, Swedish, Greek or Japanese. With the 
Japanese we practially bowed our way to each other from room to room! And 
then there were the directors and curators and librarians from other histor- 
ical societies or museums. Of them in general, I remember most the shop talk, 
and being so pleased and flattered by their comments on the beauty of the 
Mansion and its decor, and the organization of the library and manuscript 
collection. 

These past 26-plus years have also been years of changes, a great many 
of which I initiated, that have now become_so much a part of the Mansion that 
very few remember anything else. But all the changes did remain true to the 
aims and standards established by the founders of the Society with no rede- 
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fining of them nor need of it. 
I did not mean to sound like Washington saying farewell to his troops, 
but actually it comes down to about that. My love to you and good-bye. 
Betty Knox 


HELP FOR YOUR FAMILY RESEARCH 


We have been asked to notify our members of the family newsletters listed 


below. All four are published quarterly, are $15 a year, and have free and 
unlimited queries. 

Ely Heritage, for Ely surname and allied lines. Editor is Theresa Ryan, 
501 N. Paradise Rd., Aberdeen, MD 21001 

Glenn Gleanings, for Glenn surname and allied lines. Editor is Bette 
Bringle-Poole, 2203 Aquila's Delight, Tallston, MD 21047 

Worthington Descendants, for Worthington surname and allied lines. Edi- 
tor is Frances Bringle, 6619 Pheasant Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

The Chew family, for Chew sufname and allied lines. Editor is Frances 


Bringle, 6619 Pheasant Rd., Baltimore, MD 21220 


LOST - ONE CHARTER 


The First Company Governor's Horse Guards are asking all historical societies 
for help in finding theircharter, signed by Jonathan Trumbull, dated 1/788. 
They had wanted it for their June 10 and 11 observance of their bicentennial 
but the notice only arrived this week. It has been missing for maybe 79 
years. It was turned over to some individual connected with the Webb house 
but there the trail ends. They would like anyone who knows of trunks full 
of old papers, scrapbooks which might contain it, any musty corner where it 
might be lying , to look through them to be sure the charter isn't there. 
The request is signed by Lt. Gary Brooks, Charter Bicentennial Chairman. It 
is interesting to note that there is no return address given, other than the 
FIRST COMPANY GOVERNOR'S HORSE GUARDS. However, if anyone should happen to 
find it, I am sure that a notice addressed to the Office of the Governor, 
Room 200, State Capitol, Hartford, 06106, would serve the purpose. 


ACCESSIONS 
History of Town of HIngham, Mass. The Genealogies, V.2 & 3, in l. By Geo. 
Lincoln. Reprint 1987. - Bought by Society 
History & Genealogy of the Prentice or Prentiss family of New England, etc., 
by C.J.F.Binnery, 1883. Reprint. - Gift of Joan & June Prentice. 
Several pages of ms., 1862-3, giving story of enlistment, service, battle of 
Chancellorsville. - Gift of Crispin Thomas. 


William Hempsted Diary, 1798-1815, with pages of accounts, 1784-1794 - Gift 
of Mrs. Joe Dozier, Calif. : : 

Box of clippings, photos, theater & hotel shares - Gift of Frank H. Chappell, 
My gl 

Seward & Allied Families, by George C. Seward, 1987 - Gift of author. 

40-shilling note printed by T. Green, N.L., 1775 - Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Morse, Mystic. 

New London Day Index, 1881-1890, comp. by Elisabeth Bohlen- Bought by Soc. 

Silhouettes of Sally Harris, 1862, Mary Ann Harris, 1842, Diploma from Yale 
Business Colfege to H. Ernest Harris, 1885, Amanda Comstock's cookbook, 
1880, 2 autograph albums, bird-watcher's notebook, 1893-1917 - Gift of 
Hiram D. Harris II, Harwich, Mass. y 

Two account books kept by Caleb Beckwith, N.L.,.1887-1893, 1894-1902. He 
ran a fishmarket on Main St. - Gift of Mrs. Robert B. MIller, Braintree, MA 


A ONTE UPEN TO ALI INNI RES IDEN ATY AND OVER 


Connecticut residents sixty years of age and over are 
invited to submit short essays recalling memorable incidents and 
experiences that have taken place while living in this state 
(including those events that led non-natives to settle here). 
Among the many subjects that you may choose to write about are: 


Tales of immigration or migration. 

Work experiences. 

Remembered incidents in local town or regional history. 
Portraits of local neighborhoods, ethnic communities. 

Family life and experiences. 

Local legends and customs. — 

Stories about local peopie -- notable, notorious or otherwise. 


Thirty winning entries will be chosen for a commemorative 
booklet, Memories of Connecticut Life, to be issued on Governor's 
Day, October 18, 1988. In addition, the authors of five "best" 
entries will be awarded prizes at the Governor's Day celebration. 


RULES OF THE ESSAY CONTEST 


A. Entrants must be sixty years of age Or. Older. 


B. All essays submitted must be on a Subject that relates in 
some way to Connecticut life. (See suggested topics above.) 


C. All essays submitted must be typewritten and double-spaced. 
You may have anyone type the essay for you from a handwritten 
copy. Those unable to write or type may dictate their story 
to someone else who may record and type it. However, only 
typed, double-spaced essays will be accepted as entries. 
(NOTE: Persons 100 of age or older may submit audio- 
cassette recordings; all others must abide by Rule C.] 


D. Essays may be no longer than 5 pages each (typewritten, 
double-spaced). Limit of one entry per person. 


BE. Deadline for submission of essays is July 3], 1988. 


F. Send all essays to: David Shuldiner, Humanist In Residence 
Connecticut State Department on Aging 
175 Main Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME, AGE, BIRTHPLACE, ADDRESS, 
AND _A TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE YOU MAY BE REACHED 


ND _A TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE YOU MAY BE REACHED. 


NOTE: The State Department on Aging (CSDA) will keep all essays 
Submitted (make a co for yourself before you send it in!). 
The CSDA also reserves the right to edit all entries submitted, 
and to use all or part of any essay for publicity purposes. 


-. 
TO PROSPECTIVE AUTHORS 


The previous page was sent in to be publicized among our members. This 
seems to have been occurring more frequently that usual, of late. And I am 
Sure the page will speak for itself. 1 am equally sure a lot of you do have 
memories that, if written down, would make fascinating reading. Give it a 
ETyY; 


A CIVIL WAR DIARY 


This isn't exactly a diary, but almost. It is going into the Bulletin in- 
stead of John Darrow's, for this issue. You may have noticed it in the list 
of accessions. It wasn't signed, there was nothing that gave the name of the 
writer, except for the date of enlistment and the fact that it had been in a 
small, tattered, pale orange envelope addressed to a John Calvert, New London, 
In our library there is a history of Connecticut during the Civil War, which 
gives dates of enlistments of all the regiments of the state, with names of 
the officers and privates. Eventually, by looking through the various regi- 
ments' histories, the same date of enlistment appeared as in the diary, and 
a wild guess as to the name of the writer based on the name on the envelope, 
turned up Jeremiah C. Calvert. He had enlisted on July 28, 1862, and had 
been wounded at Chancellorsville. Q.E.D., he had to have been the young man 
who had written the following. So much for the caliber of education in that 
period. The spelling is as it was written and not corrected nor changed. 


I inlisted July 28, 1862, in Waterford, New London County Conn. Arn Aug- 
ust 9th went in to camp at Hartford drild every day. got a suite of close 
arn the twentyith. 22th got hour bounty. Arn the twenty-forth left hartford 
in the arfternoon with one days rations in hour’ harvysack. we went arn bord 
the steamboat and started at four P.M. four New York with the chears of the 
crowd. We arrived in N.York in the morning. 

Arn the 5th Went arn bord the Steamer Transporot and went to Elizabeth | 
Port Tuck the cars from thair to Hairriceburg, from thair to Boultamore, ar- 
rived thair at 12 A.M. and marched through the city. got supper thair and a 
days rations, this being the 27th. At 8 P.M. tuck the cars for Washington. 
This time there was cattel cars, befor they had been passengers cars. Arn 
the 28th August arived in Washington, bot breckfast at horf parst six. Then 
I went up and visited the Capatol. When I came back toe the barrucks I found 
the boys al reddy to march. We started arn the march at 11 A.M. We marched 
through the city and over chan bridge into Vagina and incampted arn Arlington 
Hight at four P.M. Arn the morning 29th we was corld at too in the morning. 
We turned out in a hurry thinking the rebs as a cumming, but se soon found 
out hour mestake. They gave us hour guns and bun blanket and at daylight 
marched. We crosed the Potomoack back again at George Town then marehed to 
Chane bridge. The day was verry worm and dusty. We arived thair at twelve 
a.m. and stod gard thair until 7 p.M. then crosed and went up to Fourt Ethan 
Alen. as soon as we got thair I was put arn camp gard. I was tiard out hav- 
ing but verry littel sleap sence I left Hartford. I thought it was tuff to 
have to go arn gard then. 

Arn the 30th I was relived in the fournoon. in the afternoon was set to 
work to help clear up a place for a camp. At night laid down arn the fair 
ground, we having left hour napsacks at Arlington Hight, blanket and all. At 
about ll oclock we was Corld in a grate hurry, singing out the rebs ar a pon 
us. for! in, forl in a line. Each one jumps up and grabes his gun, sum runs, 
uther began to For] in a line. We soon had orders to lode with caping and to 
take hour arms and lay down in a line. We could hear sum artilary firing 
which we thought was verry clost. I arfter words proved to be a fools run. 

We was not disturbed agane during the knight. 31 woke up and found it cloudy 
They gave us a loaf of bread to larst us all day. A loaf was not a nuf for 
me, so i went out to see what I culd find. I got sum corn and peaches and 
brot in but we had nothing to cuk it in so I went and bort a pot of an old 
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farmer. 
September lst, Went to Falls Church arn my way back got sum appels and 
potatoes. It rained a little all day and was quite cold at knight. Rained 
hard and we kept a large fire and had to run a round to keep worm, we not be- 


ing used to laying arn the ground in the rain and sleaping. 2 - lade around 
camp. 3th, nearley sick with a hard coald. 4. Went out and got sum peaches. 
5 Arn gard, Hourtents and napsacks came. The cook and stove and cooken uten- 


cels too. We pitched hour tents and got fixed up in grand stile. 6 Had ord- 
ers to march, packed up and fel in and stood in a line with napsacks arn four 
2 or 3 hours then the orders was coutermaned and we broke ranks. 


7 Suncay. Insptection of arms and aquipmance. they found a gradeal of 
fourlt with hour guns they being all rust, we not knowing how to keep them 
clean. After dinner we had auders to forl in in lite marchen orders, taking 


hour coats and ruber blanket. We tock up the line of march at harf past 2 
P.M. We kept up the march resting now and then untill 1 at knight. We en- 


camped about six milds from Rockvill Meraland. 8 march in the morning at Sun- 
rise. 1 was sore and stiff from the march the day before and laying arn the 
ground and now as all chaged up. We marched 10 milds and encampged. We had 


fel with the rest of the armey. | 7 

9th Started in the morning, this tme having to take thc cots along side 
of the road, the artilary and wagons taking up the road. Thair was three col- 
umes one arn each of the road. Henry left in the morning I thought had had 
only fel out and was a goen to take his own time. The next three days we 
marched with out going through enny place of emportance. It was a verry nice 
countary with a grate menny orchars. | 

13th went through Fredrick City, marched a few milds the other side and 
encamped near blue ridge. 15th Started in the morning at sunrise, went over 
the mountoin and could see the fiting at South Mountoin then marched us a 
dubel quick a good deal of the time. When we was orn the mountain we could 
see Middle town valley which was the nicest countary I ever see. We encamped 
at nine P.M. and rest to hours, then tuck up the line of marck and kept it up 
untill 3 in the morning when we had the ordars to rest. At daylight we could 
see the deay laying a round. We was arn the battle ground of the day before. 

14th. The Rebs came in uder a flag of truse to berry thair dead. These 
was the first we had sean. in the arfternoon we marched a few milds went 
through Leesville 16th The first shels feel amung us. Thair was heavy fir- 
ing all day. We was out of all rations, at knight they gave us twenty mour 
Ccatrages, we all reddy having sixty rounds and one days rations of hard bread. 
17th was corld at light and started arn the march soon arfter. We soon came 
arn to Anititam crick and fored it. We could hear artilary and muscatary fi- 
ring stedaly. Wesoon formed a line of battel and started sum of the timw arn 
a dubbel quick over fences through corn, through woods, up hili and down. We 
went gammen and eronde, with shels forling amung us now and then. We had lod- 
ed in the morning before starting and arfter goen to and three milds stopped 
and capped, then was orded to chardge through a peace of corn. The rebs was 
laying all around in the corn and would fire arn to us and then run. Just as 
we got through the corn they opened a volly arn to us and we had orders to 
lay down. We had no orders to fire but we did. It could not have dun much 
good forthe rebs was behingde a stoan worl. We lade thair a few minets then 
had orders to forl back. We fell back scatring in all directions, We soon 
arfter drew together and formed agane and went a little further to the right 
in support of a battry, the battry was orn a hill. We lade back of it under 
the hill. The rebs battry plade arn to it untill they silanced it and killed 
all thair horsses but one. nearly all thair shels parst over hour head. The 
rebs toped firing as soon as they had silanced hour batry but did not attempt 
to charge arn it and take it. As soon as dark we moved up orn to the top of 
the hill and lade their untill day brake then fel back under the hill again. 

Camp Newar Falmuth April 27, 1863. Detales of the march and battel of 
Chancellorsville. 

April the 27went arn picket acrost the river from Fredrick burgn at l2 
at night, was releived and went to camp. Arn ariving we found them aii Wy, 
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geting pade, drowing rasions for three days, we all reddy having five days 
rations in hour napsack. We was told that we had orders to march at six in 
the morning. I got my pay, state Countey and rations then cooked breckfast 
and then struck tents and packed up tents then fel in and was arn the Purrade 
ground a quarter before six with the rest of the brigade. The appinted time 
Came and we marched, it being the 28 of April. We marched three milds then 
encamped. As soon as dark was was ordered to forl in with arms and aquipmunts 
then marched a mild or to when we came arn to sum wagons loed with axes, shu- 
vels and pecks. We was told to take on of what ever kind we liked bast. I 
tock a shuvel it being as light as ether. We went to the river it being a 
mild further and went to work a blinding slides down a Steap hil for ponttons 
boats to slide in to the river. we worked until to oclock then started for 
camp. We cruces around for sume time but couldn't find no parths so we had 
to stop whair we was untill day light then went to camp. 

April 29, 1863. Lade still untill about dark then marched six or seven 
milds further up the river, encamped about eleven o'clock. 

May 1, 1863. We lade thair.. At seven we herd firing in frunt sum dis- 
tents orf and had orders to forl in and marched a mild or to futher to the 
frunt and supported a batry a little while. Then the batry turned and cum 
back dubble quick, we folring arfter, then we went arn picket. They was fit- 
ing by spels all night arn the right of us. 

znd. We came off picket in the morning and lade in the open field. Thair 
is hard fiting in frunt right and left, a gratemenny prisners was fetched in. 
At sundown the rebs began to get the better of us and we was corld arn. We 
went out dubbel quick. We formed a line of batel-arn the left, then the fir- 
ing began to dy out and we was cald arn to the right whair the firing was 
verry hevvy. The rebs was throwing shels into us stedly and hour batres was 
given it to them. Hocker was riding around thair and waving his sword and 
chering us arn. We chared Hucker and we could here the rebs a short distence 


in frunt chearring. it began to gro dark then and the musketry began to dy 
out. We went into the woods a little to the rite of the batres and sum dis- 
tence further out. The rebs batrys and ours frode shels over us by spels 


all night and thair was hard musketry arn the right of a food del of the time 
during the night. 

The 3rd. the line of battel a head of us was a tacted about sunrise and 
soon had to rol back over us in a few minets. The rebs was apon us. I had 
fire four or five times when I was struck by a borl and had to go to the rear. 
I fel back a mild or to when I fel in with a cockter who looked at my wound 
and felt a round and found the borl and cut it out, then put me into a car- 
age and cared me to a brick house used as horspital. In the arfternoon some 
of the boys beong to hour band helped me a crost the river to anuther horpi- 
tal a milde back. The house was fool of wunded orfercers, so I had to Stop 
outdors with out enny thing to eight having frod a way my harvy sack, not 
being able to carry it. I the morning as soon as day light the rebs frode 
several shels at the horspital, killing a number near me. I arfter sum tru- 
ble got up and went down the rode into the woods. 

4th May. I fel in with a setlars wagon and he gave me a rid part way to 
Falmuth, then he tuck another way and I got out. It hurt me very much to ride 
all those his wagon had springs arn. I walked then a little ways then lade 
down one side of the rode. I went to Sleap but a short time when I was woke 
up by a norfecer who teld me to get into a wagon. I told him I could not get 
in, he sed he would help me in. It was a good deal like riding in an oxcart. 
They tuck me to Falmuth, then I tuck the cars to Bruckes Stations to the Hor- 
spital. The 5.6, I lade in the hospital arn the 8th tuck the cars to Acwire 
Crick from thair ‘tuck the boat to Woshington and went to Carver Horspital. 
June the twenty fourth tuck the cars to Philadelphia and went to Nice town 
Horspital. 

MClellon U.S. Horspital 
August 15, 1863. 
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A NEW CURATOR 


On 28 June 1988, Mr. William E. Hare will take on his duties as the cura- 
tor and secretary of the New London County Historical Society. He comes to 
us from Mystic Seaport and is working for his master's degree in history at 
the University of Connecticut, so delving into the history of New London 
Should present no problems for him. We wish him the best of luck and hope he 
will find his new position an interesting and rewarding one. 


— — _ — 


REPETITION 


This has been printed before and is being printed again. Please do not 
forget to send the office a change of address if you move. With bulk mail- 
ing, nothing is forwarded so if we do not have a correct address, you just 
might miss out on receiving some earth-shaking announcement of what might be 
going on at the Mansion. 
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Mr. William E. Hare - Curator & Secretary Office - 443-1209 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dennis Miceli - Resident Custodians 


